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Our Vision 
The Ottawa Region MISA Professional Network Centre strives to support the local capacity building components of the MISA 
initiatives by fostering a culture of evidence-informed decision-making through communication, sharing of resources, 
innovation, and collaboration. 

 
Limestone District School Board 
 
Project Title: 
 
Action Research for Intermediate Literacy Instruction 
 
Project Abstract: 
 
The project is designed to build capacity in the area of evidence-based literacy instruction 
through collaborative inquiry with Intermediate teachers in order to improve student 
achievement in the area of reading comprehension. One Intermediate teacher from each of 
the family of schools will participate, with the aim of building lateral capacity so that they 
can engage other Intermediate teachers in their schools and school families in future 
collaborative learning opportunities.  
The action research will involve data collection for diagnostic and formative assessment, 
which will be used for collaborative planning. Specifically, teachers will select a common 
learning goal, create rich questions, design a rubric, and then design and administer a 
related diagnostic assessment task to inform their collaborative planning. Additionally, 
teachers will be engaged through lesson observation and moderated marking of formative 
assessment tasks prior to administering a cumulative assessment task. 
 
Project Findings: 
 

 We were successful in moving our ‘marker’ level 2 students to level 3 in the area of critical 
thinking (the percentage of students achieving at level 2 dropped from 75% to 41% while 
the percentage of students achieving at level 3 increased from 10% to 48%) 

 The achievement of the rest of the class (‘others’) also improved (34% of others improved 
by at least one level) 

 As well, the data also led to the following findings related to teacher capacity and practice: 

 On their self-evaluation using a C-BAM, the teachers reported an average increase of two 
levels on the implementation ladder (a 29% improvement, on average) 

 The top three strategies that the teachers reported as being most significant to student 
growth in this project were: exemplar study and descriptive feedback, use of flexible 
groupings and a tie between explicit instruction, improved questioning and rich practice 
opportunities 

 Anecdotally, every single teacher reported that they enjoyed this method of learning 
(action research) and found it to be effective for them 
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